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Within the last few days, schools have started a new fall semester. 
Pencils were sharpened, lunchboxes were packed, and textbook bind-
ings popped when they were opened for the first time. My boys were 
very excited to go back to school to see their friends and to meet their 
new teachers. Maggie and I were very excited to see them so happy 
about their school and their desire to learn. 

These days, these beginning days of a new school year, are not easy 
ones. While it is fun to welcome what is new and different, we must also 
say goodbye to the life we crafted during the summer. That summer life 
was one of sleeping late, wearing pajamas sometimes all day, and loung-
ing by the pool with friends. Bedtimes are extended in the summer and 
usually there is time to travel. For many of us, summer signals a time of 
freedom and the ability to make choices that are not afforded us during 
our “regular lives.” 

When those buses began picking up kids to take them to school, it 
signaled a call to return to a routine, a normalcy that occupies much 
of our lives. And as I have gotten older, and have been a parent longer, 
I have come to crave that routine. Now, at times it can seem quite tire-

Back to the Routine
some and choking, but I’ve come to appreciate the routine and expecta-
tions that come with predictable habits and movements. 

While the ability to go wherever or the freedom to go nowhere during 
summer is fun and a needed respite from the grind of daily life, it is 
not something that I find sustaining. So, I’ll admit, I am grateful for 
life returning to normal. And part of my normal is the time that we, 
as a church, gather together. Our Wednesday night programing is just 
getting back underway. We will once again gather around the tables of 
fellowship to laugh, talk, and pray. Studies will be shared, and songs 
will be sung. And on Sunday mornings, we will continue to gather for 
a time of praise and worship. We will offer to Him our best, not only in 
the offering plate, but also with our very presence and participation. 

I hope, that as you find yourself transitioning from your summer 
routine back to some new fall habits, you continue to find that your 
presence and participation at church is a part of your “normal routine.” 
Together, we can and will do great things in His name. Together, we will 
be a family of faith. Together.  ~Thomas Quisenberry

School of Fine Arts Needs You
Over the course of a school year, our School of 

Fine Arts provides private lessons in voice, piano, 
guitar, percussion, organ, flute, clarinet, violin and 
other areas for nearly 100 people. That means that 
during any given week, we could easily have 70+ 
children, youth and adults enter our building so that 
the musical gifts God has given them can be devel-
oped and multiplied. What a powerful ministry!!! 

Also, over the past few years we have become 
known as the place where individuals (particular-
ly youth and children) can have these private les-
sons when they couldn’t afford them elsewhere. 
Our (YOUR) School of Fine Arts provides financial 
assistance to students in three ways. Through our 
Neighborhood Schools Partnership we provide 
lessons for “at-risk” students from Battle Acade-
my and the Girls Leadership Academy. These stu-
dents come to us upon recommendation from the 
schools’ principals and music teachers. This past school year was our 
first in this partnership, with a total of 5 students involved. The orig-
inal seed money for this program came from a Tennessee Arts Com-
mission grant and a gift from FBC’s Missions Committee. We did not 

receive the grant for this coming year. 
Another is our Maxine Polston Memorial Scholar-

ship, which is a full scholarship awarded each spring 
to the piano student who performs at the highest lev-
el on our Spring Recital. This year’s winner was our 
own Lauren Schwall. 

Finally, full and half scholarships are offered 
through our Jonathan Crutchfield Scholarship 
Fund. The scholarships are awarded based on an 
annual application indicating need and desire. Most 
of these scholarships are offered to current stu-
dents who have experienced financial hardships or 
to families of current students who need help when 
an additional family member wants lessons. 

We need your help!!!! While all three funds de-
pend on donations, currently the Crutchfield Fund 
is lacking enough funds to provide even a single 
scholarship for this year. To fund a full scholarship 

for the school year we need $600; $300 covers a half scholarship. I 
hope you will consider helping immediately (in addition to your regu-
lar gifts to the church) so that we can help more students for this new 
school year.





Title Start
Wednesday,  August  26
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choir 6:00PM
South  Africa  Mission  Trip  Report 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  August  27
ESL  (English)  Classes 9:30AM
Hands  &  Feet  (Ministry/Missions)  Plg  Lunch 11:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
SFA  Teacher's  MeeNng 7:00PM
Saturday,  August  29
Junior/Senior  (HS)  Leadership  Retreat
Sunday,  August  30
Junior/Senior  (HS)  Leadership  Retreat
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
First  Family  Follies 6:00PM
Tuesday,  September  1
First  Tuesday  Book  Group   6:00PM
Wednesday,  September  2
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choir 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion  Group) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Youth  Ministry  Leadership  Team  MeeNng 7:15PM
Thursday,  September  3
ESL  (English)  Classes 9:30AM
First  Friends  Luncheon 11:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
ChrisNan  Women's  Job  Corps  Mentor  Trg 5:30PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  September  4
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Saturday,  September  5
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Sunday,  September  6
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
Churchwide  Picnic  at  Dogwood 6:00PM
Monday,  September  7
Church  Office  Closed
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Tuesday,  September  8
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 11:00AM
Wednesday,  September  9
First  Friends  Council 11:00AM
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choir 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion  Group) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
House  &  Grounds  CommiZee 7:15PM

On the Calendar
Aug./Sept. 2015

Plan now to attend 
the Fall Missions 
Luncheon on Mon-
day, September 14, 
at 12:00noon in the 
Fellowship Hall. Dr. 
Dennis Culbreth, 
new Director of 
Missions for the 
Hamilton County 
Baptist Association 

(HCBA), will be the 
speaker. The meal will be $7.00 and tickets will 
be available soon.

Dennis Culbreth has served as the Director 
of Missions for HCBA since July 2015. He is a 
native of Evergreen, AL, and a graduate of Sam-
ford University (Bachelor of Arts), Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, TX 
(Master of Divinity), and The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY (Doctor 
of Ministry).

Dennis has served as senior pastor, church 
planter, and on staff in churches in Texas, Al-
abama, Georgia, and Virginia. He also served 
on the Senior Executive Leadership Team at 
the North American Mission Board. Dennis was 
elected President of the Virginia Baptist Con-
vention (SBCV) and has served as a trustee 
for the North American Mission Board. He has 
served as Vice Chairman of the Alabama State 

Board of Missions and on the Executive Com-
mittee of the Alabama State Board of Missions 
where he served as chairman of the church 
planting subcommittee. He also served on the 
Board of Ministerial Mentors for Samford Uni-
versity, and the Board of Governors for Judson 
College.  

Dennis is married to the former Marybeth 
Frahler of Atlanta, GA, and they have three 
grown children: Andrew, Matthew, and Grace.

Fall Missions Luncheon

Dr. Dennis Culbreth

First Family Follies
First Family Follies are coming soon! Bring a des-

sert to share with everyone on Sunday, August 30, 
at 6:00PM in the Fellowship Hall. After our des-
sert tasting, enjoy top-notch entertainment pro-
vided during the Follies at 6:30PM. Contact 
Jeff Parker if you’d like to perform in the show.

Upcoming Events
at Dogwood

Family Camp at Dogwood is sched-
uled for Friday, September 4 through 
Monday, September 7. This is a time 
to “get away from it all” and enjoy 
the serenity of our church camp. 
Please contact Judy Sullivan to make 
your reservation: (423.648.2540/  
judy@fbcchattanooga.org).

Join us for a Churchwide Cov-
ered-Dish Family Picnic at Dogwood 
on Sunday, September 6, at 6:00PM. 
All are welcome! Bring enough food to 
share. Come early to enjoy fellowship 
and outdoor activities.

South Africa Mission
Team Report

Our 2015 South Africa Mission Team will 
give a report about their trip on Wednesday, 
August 26, at 6:00PM in the Fellowship Hall. 
All adults and youth will meet together. Pre-
schoolers and school-age children will begin 
their regular activities.

Youth Camp pictures
–continued from page 2
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Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  8/9/2015       ATTENDANCE  FOR  8/16/2015  
224   Worship         229   Worship  
   14   Worship  Care             10   Worship  Care  
238   WORSHIP  TOTAL      239   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
250   Sunday  School        213   Sunday  School  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  8/96/15   $  13,131.00  
Other  receipts  on  8/9/15   390.10  
   Total  for  week  as  of  8/9/15   $  13,521.10  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  8/16/15   $      9,728.85  
Other  receipts  on  8/16/15   330.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  8/16/15   $  10,058.85  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

July  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $855,727.19  
July  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $929,290.80  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    73,563.61)  
   As  of  8/17/15  
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